350 THE EVOLUTION OF MODERN GEEMANY
there would once for all be an end of the world-power of
the German nation, and I am not going to allow that to
happen. To nso tho fittest, and if necessary the most drastic,
moans to prevent this Is not only my duty but my noblest
privilege."
It is not uoeossfuy to weigh too critically winged words like
ft The trident must pass into our hands " or " Our future lies on
tho water/' for their author has never attempted to conceal his
ambition to KCO Germany us strong on water as on land.
"Notwithstanding the groat war," the Emperor Bald at Bremen
In March, 1905, "the period during which I grew to man's
estate was neither great nor glorious for the seafaring portion
of our nation. Hero, too, 1 have drawn the logical conclusions
of that which my forefathers have accomplished. At home the
army had been developed as fur as was necessary. The time for
naval armament had come. To-day . . . the licet Is afloat,
and Is still being built. Every German warship launched Is
one guarantee more for peace on earth, yet it also means that
our adversaries will bo so much less Inclined to pick a quarrel
with us, while it will render us by an equal amount more
valuable as iillioK,"
So far an the Emperor Is concerned tho policy of naval extension
is no now tiling, and ho can fairly claim that he Is merely
reaping to-day tho fruits of yoarB of vain endeavour. It was not
without Nigiuficaiitto that on coming to tho throne he addressed
H special nioBsago to the navy, reminding It that u since iny
earliest youth 1 luivo been connected with It by a cordial and
vivid sympathy." He fiad only been on the throne several
months when (September, 1888) he placed the Increase of the
navy in tho forefront of national questions, "I hope," he said,
in reviewing the fleet at Wilholmshaven, *' that the navy will
powerfully grow and contribute to tho defence and strength of
tho fatherland and the security of its coaBts." The desire to
see the navy strengthened dated much further back, however, for
at Bremen iu Mtu'oh, 1905, he told how " ag a young man as I
stood before tho model of Bronimo's ship,* it was with feelings of
resentment that I realised the disgrace which had fallen on oxir
fleet and the flag we flew in those days." Even more powerful
* In 1853, by resolution ol the old Imperial Diet at Frankfort, tlie federal
fleet, including the flagbhip of Admiral Bromme, was sold by auction.